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462 Book Notices. 

Asia Minor, under proper conditions, could become the same 
superb granary which it once formed under the Roman Empire. It 
is capable of supplying half the world with tobacco. Cotton, now 
cultivated only on a small scale, might expand into a great crop. 
The mineral resources of the country have barely been touched. 

It is confidently hoped that the railroads which are pushing into 
the interior, under the stimulus of English and German capital, 
will eventually reach the valley of the Euphrates, and connect 
Europe with India and southern Asia in general. 

A full list of reference literature adds to the value of " Kleina- 
siens Naturschatze." The illustrations are refreshingly new and 
to the point, giving, what is so rare in works of this kind, the life 
of the people as they are in action at work and play. 

Lieutenant Kannenberg, after writing so fully and enthusiast- 
ically upon the great natural resources of Asia Minor in this 
volume, might in the future give us a second, in which the reason 
for the glaring poverty of its inhabitants is explained. 

But such a further investigation would infallibly lead him to the 
subject of taxation. The tax-gatherer is the destroyer of Asia 
Minor. Not the earthquakes nor the floods, nor the droughts, nor 
the frosts play such havoc with the productive power of the country 
as he. The inhabitants are robbed of everything over and above 
what is required for bare subsistence, hence they produce no more 
than is absolutely necessary for life. 

If German colonists intend to profit by the information con- 
tained in " Kleinasiens Naturschatze," it will be the part of wisdom 
to get special rates in taxation from the Sultan before they invest 
their savings in the soil of Asia Minor. 

W. D. McC. 

Impressions of South Africa. By James Bryce, Author of " The 
American Commonwealth," " Transcaucasia and Ararat," "The 
Holy Roman Empire." 8vo. New York, The Century Co. 189J. 

One may well ask, after reading this book: " If these are im- 
pressions, what are studies? " Mr. Bryce has told the whole story 
of South Africa, its past and its present, and has stated the problems 
of its future, with a lucidity, an impartiality and a soundness of 
judgment not to be called in question. 

South Africa is the region south of the Zambezi River. It has 
three divisions: the low strip of coast varying in width from fifteen 
miles to eighty; the hills behind the coast, rising gradually into 
mountains from 3,000 to 7,000 feet in height, and in Basutoland, 
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west of Natal, to 11,000 feet; and behind the mountains the 
plateau, which covers seven-eighths of the surface of South Africa. 
The strip of swamp is broken at the Cape, and the Dutch settlers 
entered a healthy country, in which their posterity retains all the 
vigour of the race. The pure air and the table-land explain the 
success of the Europeans in South Africa. 

Of the native races Mr. Bryce finds the Bushmen and the Hot- 
tentots in process of extinction, and the Kafirs full of vitality and 
increasing at a rate which gives some anxiety for the future. They 
will probably continue to outnumber the whites, and they must, in 
time, give up their tribal organization and live like Europeans. 
The situation in South Africa will then be almost exactly what it 
now is in the Southern States of the Union. 

This is rightly regarded as the gravest question in the future of 
South Africa; but a more immediate difficulty exists in the con- 
flicting rights and claims of the Dutch and the English. 

So far as Cape Colony, Natal and the Orange Free State are 
concerned, there is nothing to disturb the concord of the Euro- 
peans. The cause of trouble is in the Transvaal, and the facts of 
the situation in the middle of 1897 are stated in these words: 

The Boer population of the Transvaal is roughly estimated at 65,000, of whom 
about 24,000 are voting citizens. The Uitlanders, or alien population, five-sixths of 
whom speak English, are estimated at 180,000, of whom nearly one-half are adult 
males. These Uitlanders hold sixty-three per cent, of the landed and ninety per 
cent, of the personal property in the country. In December, 1895, their number 
was increasing at the rate of one thousand per week through arrivals from Cape 
Town alone; and though this influx fell off for a time, while political troubles were 
checking the development of the mines, it rose again with the renewal of that 
development. Should the Deep Levels go on prospering as is expected, the rate 
of immigration will be sustained, and by the end of A. D. 1905, there will probably 
be 500,000 Uitlanders in the Republic — that is to say, nearly eight times the number 
of the Boers. 

Even if the disproportion were not so great as it is, the supremacy 
of the English would be established before long by the operation of 
natural causes. In South Africa, if anywhere, time is on their side, 
and they have only to exercise prudence and forbearance to win 
without a conflict. 

Instructive and full of information, Mr. Bryce's book is admirably 
written and interesting from beginning to end. Three maps — one 
orographical, one political, and one of the rainfall — are added, and 
the printer's work is well done, with the exception of the hideous 
reformed spelling adopted, as in the word sepulcher. Why not spell 
it with ker or cur ? 



